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requirements for dental assistants and licensing requirements for expanded function dental auxiliaries (EFDAs). Adopted
changes and new sections also provide detailed scope of practice for dental assustants and EFDAs
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health, safety, or general weifare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to
comment upon adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest.

[C] That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federai funds requires
immediate adoption of a rule.
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© NEW SECTION

WAC 246-817-190 Dental assistant registration. To be
eligible for registration as a dental assistant you must:

(1) Provide a completed application on forms provided by the
secretary;

(2) Pay applicable fees as defined in WAC 246-817- 99005;

(3) Provide evidence of completion of seven clock hours of-
'AIDS education and training as required by chapter 246-12 WAC Part
8; and '

(4} Provide any other information determined by the secretary.-

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-817-195 Licensure requirements for expanded function
dental auxiliaries (EFDAs). To be eligible for licensure as an
EFDA in Washington an applicant must:

(1) Provide a completed application on forms provided by the
secretary;

(2) Pay applicable fees as defined in WAC 246-817-99005;

{3) Provide evidence of:

(a) Completion of a dental assisting education program
accredited by the Commission on Dental Accreditation (CODA); oxr

(b) ©Obtain the Dental Assisting National Board {DANB)
certified dental assistant credential, earned through pathway II,
which includes:

(i) A minimum of three thousand five hundred hours of
experience as a dental assistant within a continuous twenty four
through forty-eight month period;

(ii} Employer-verified knowledge in areas as specified by
DANB;

(iii) Passage of DANB certified dental assistant examination;
and

{iv} An additiohal.dental assisting review course, which nay
be provided on-line, in person or through self-study; or

(c) A Washington limited license to practice dental hygiene;
or

{d) A Washington full dental hygiene license and completion of
a course in taking final impressions affiliated with or provided by
a CODA accredited dental a851st1ng program, dental hygiene school
or dental school.

(4) Except for appllcants gqualified under subsection (3) (d) of
this section, provide evidence of completing an EFDA education
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program approved by the commission where training includes:
‘ {a}) In a didactic, c¢linical and laboratory model to the
‘clinically competent level required for close supervision:

(i} In placing and finishing composite restorations on a
typodont and on c¢linical patients; and _

{ii1) In placing and finigshing amalgam restorations on a
typodont and on clinical patients; and

{(iii) In taking final impressions on a typodont; and

(b} In a didactic, clinical and laboratory model to the
c¢linically competent level required for general supervision:

(i} In performing coronal polish, fluoride treatment, and
sealants on a typodont and on c¢linical patients; and

{(ii) In providing patient oral health instructions; and

(iii) In placing, exposing, processing, and mounting dental
radiographs; and

{c} The basic curriculum shall require didactic, laboratory,
- and clinical competency for the following:

(i} Tooth morphology and anatomy;

(ii) Health and safety (current knowledge in dental materials,
infection control, ergonomics, mercury safety, handling);

(iii} Placement and completion of an acceptable quality
reproduction of restored tooth surfaces--laboratory and c¢linic
only; . -

{iv) Radiographs (covered in path II)--laboratory and clinic
- only;

(v) Ethics and professional knowledge of law as it pertains to
dentistry, dental hygiene, dental assisting, and EFDA;

{vi) Current practices in infection control;

(vii) Health history alerts;

(viii) Final impression;

{ix) Matrix and wedge;

(%} Rubber dam;

" {x1i) Acid etch and bonding;
- {xii) Occlusion and bite registration;

(xiii) Temporary restorations;

{xiv) Dental emergenciesg;

{(xv) Risk management and charting;

{xvi) Intra-coral anatowmy;

{xvii) Pharmacology; and

(xviii) Bases, cements, liners and sealers.

(5} Except for applicants qualified under subsection {3) (d) of
this section, attain a passing score on:

(a} A written restorations examination approved by the
commisgsion; and

(b)) A c¢linical restoraticns examination approved by the
commission. . .

(6) Provide evidence of completicon of seven clock hours of
AIDS education and training as required by chapter 246-12 WAC Part
8.

{7} Provide any other information determined by the secretary.
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NEW SECTION -

WAC 246-817-200 Licensure without examination for expanded
function dental auxiliary (EFDA}). To be eligible for a license as
an EFDA without examination you must:

(1} Provide a completed application on forms provided by the
secretaxry;

(2} Pay applicable fees as deflned in WAC 246-817- -990;

(3} Provide evidence of:

{a) A current license in another state with substantially
equivalent licensing standards as determined by the commission; or

{b) A Washington full dental hygiene license and completion of
a course in taking final impressions affiliated with or provided by
a CODA accredited dental a551st1ng program, dental hygiene school
or dental school.

(4) Provide evidence of completion of seven clock hours of
AIDS education and training as required by chapter 246-12 WAC Part
8; and

(5) Provide any other information determined by the secretary.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 98-05-060, filed 2/13/98,
effective 3/16/98)

WAC 246-817-210 Expired ({(}icense)) credential. (1) If the
((Ticense)} credential has expired for three years or less, the
practitioner must meet the regquirements of chapter 246-12 WAC, Part
5 o

(2) If the ({(Iicense)) gredential has expired for over three
yvears, the practitioner must:

{a) Cowply with the current statutory conditions;

{b} Meet the requirements of chapter 246-12 WAC, Part 2.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WS8R 95-21-041, filed 10/10/95,
effective 11/10/95) :

WAC 246-817-510 Definitions for WAC 246-817-501 through 246-
817-570. (1) =cClose superv151on“ means that a licensed dentist
whose patient 1is being treated has personally diagnosed the
condition to be treated and has personally authorized -the
procedures to be performed. A dentist shall be physically present
in the treatment facility while the procedures are performed.
Close supervision does not require a dentist to be physically
present in the operatory; however, an attending dentist must be in
the treatment facility and be capable of responding immediately in
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the event of an emergency.
{2) "Coronal polishing® means a procedure limited to the
removal of plague and stain from exposed tooth surfaces, utilizing

an appropriate {(rotary)) instrument {{witirrubber—<ap-or—brush))
and ((&)) polishing agent.

This procedure shall not be intended or interpreted as an oral
- prophylaxis as defined in WAC 246-817-510 a procedure specifically
reserved to performance by a licensed dentist or dental hygienist.
Coronal polishing may, however, be performed by dental assistants
under close supervision as a portion of the oral prophylaxis. In
all instances, however, a licensed dentist shall determine that the
teeth need to be polished and are free of calculus or other
extraneous material prior to performance of coronal polishing by a
dental assistant.

{3) "Debridement at the periodontal surgical site" means
curettage ((amd/))or root planing after reflection of a flap by the
superviging dentist. This does not include cutting of ogsecus
tissues.

igl "Elevating soft tissues" is defined as part of a surgical
flaps of soft tissues. Elevating soft tissue is not a separate and
distinct procedure in and of itself. '

{5) "General supervision® means - supervision of dental
procedures based on examination and diagnosis of the patient and
‘subsequent instructions given by a licensed dentist but not
requiring the physical presence of the supervising dentist in the
treatment facility during the performance of those procedures.

{6) "Incising" is defined as part of the surgical procedure of
which the end result is removal of oral tissue. Incising, or the
making of an incision, is not a separate and distinct procedure in
and of itself.

{7) "Luxation® is defined as an integral part of the surgical
procedure of which the end result is extraction of a tooth.
Luxation ig not a distinct procedure in and of itself. It is the
dislocation or displacement of a tooth or of the temporomandibular
articulation:

{8) "Oral prophylax1s" means the preventive dental procedure
of scaling and polishing which includes complete removal of
calculus, soft deposits, plague, stains and the swmoothing of
unattached tooth surfaces. The objective of this treatment shall
be creation of an environment in which hard and soft tissues can be
maintained in good health by the patient.

{9) "Periodontal soft tissue curettage" means the c¢losed
removal of tissue lining the periodontal pocket, not involving the
reflection of a flap.

(10) "Root planing" means the process of instrumentation by
which the unattached surfaces of the root are made smooth by the
removal of calculus (aﬂ&% ))or deposits.

(11} “Supportlve services" means services that are related to
clinical functions in direct relationship to treating a patient.

(12) "Suturing® is defined as the readaption of soft tissue by
use of stitches as a phase of an oral surgery procedure. Suturing
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is not a separate and distinct procedure in and of itself.

' (13) "“Treatment facility" means a dental office or connecting
suite of offices, dental clinic, room or area with equipment to
provide dental treatment, or the immediately adjacent rooms or
_areas. A treatment facility does not extend to any other area of
a building in which the treatment facility is located.

(14) "((Unticensed)) Noncredentialed person® means a person
who is ((metther)) not a dentist ((duty)) licensed ((purswant—to
the—provisiorrs—of)) under chapter 18.32 RCW ({mor—=a)); dental
hygienist ((duly)) licensed ((pursuant—tothe provisieons—of)) under
chapter 18.29 RCW; expanded function dental auxiliary licensed

under chapter 18.260 RCW; or a dental assistant registered under
chapter 18.260 RCW.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 95-21-041, filed 10/10/95,
effective 11/10/95)

WAC 246-817-520 ((Bcts)) Supportive services that may be
performed by ((unticensed-persons)) registered dental assistants.
A dentist may allow ((an—unticemnsed person)) registered dental
assistants to perform the following ({acts)) supportive gervices
“under the dentist's close supervision:

(1) Oral inspection, with no diagnosis.

{2) Patient education in oral hygiene.

{3) Place and remove the rubber dam.

{4) Hold in place and remove impression materials after the
dentlst has placed them.

(5) Take impressions solely for diagnostic and opposing
models. '

(6) Take impressions and wax bites solely for study casts.

{7) Take impressgiong, fabricate, and deliver bleaching and
fluoride trays.

{8) Remove the excess cement after the dentist has placed a
permanent or temporary inlay, crowrn, bridge or appliance, or around
orthodontic bands. _ '

({f8r)) (9} Perform coronal polish.

((-69¥)) (10} Give fluoride treatments.

{(39¥r)) {11) Place periodontal packs.

{{(tF1r)) {12) Remove periodontal packs or sutures.

{ (G2 r—Ploacement—of)) {13} Place a matrix and wedge for a
({(sttver restoration)) metallic and nonmetallic direct restorative
material after the dentist has prepared the cavity.

({t31)) {14) Place a temporary filling {(as zinc oxide-eugenol
{ZOE)} ) after diagnosis and examination by the dentist.

((4r) ) (15 Apply tooth separators as for placement for
Class III gold foil.

{{t¥5F)) (1e6) Fabricate, place, and remove temporary crowns or
temporary bridges.
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({x61)) (17) Pack and medicate extraction areas.

(((7¥)) {18) Deliver ((=)} an coral sedative drug ((capsu}e
to patient.

(((x8)) (19) Place topical anesthetics. '

{ {(txro—FPlacement—cf) ) {(20) Place retraction cord.
({(£263)) (21) Polish restorations at a subsequent appointment.
( (213)
(
(

{(22) Select denture shade and mcld.
{(22%) {23) Acid etch.

)
)

(+237))) {(24) Apply sealants.
)

( (£247) {25} Place dental X-ray film and expose and develop
the films. '
({(£25F)) (26) Take intra-oral and extra-oral photographs.

)

{(26))) (27) Take health histories.
)
)

((+277)) (28) Take and record blood pressure and vital signs.
{ (2871} {29) Give preoperative and postoperative
instructions.

{{22¥)) (30) Assist in the administration of inhalation
-mlnlmal sedatlon.(nltrous ox1del_analge51a or Sedatlon((——but—sha%i

(36¥)) (31) Select orthodontic bands for size. _
{{31r)) (32) Place and remove orthodontic separators.
{({(32+)) (33} Prepare teeth for the bonding or orthocdontic
appliances. 7
((£33)r)) (34} Fit and adjust headgear.

)
({(341)) (35) Remove fixed orthodontic appliances.
)

({351 (36} Remove and replace archwires and orthodontic
. wires. ' :
' (361 (37) Take a facebow transfer for mounting study
casts. :

{318) Take impressions for temporary oral devices, such asg but
not limited to gpace maintainers, orthodontic retainers, and
occlusal guards.

NEW SECTION

WAC 246-817-525 Supportive services that may be performed by
expanded function dental auxiliaries (EFDAs). {1} A dentist may
allow EFDAs to perform the following supportive services under the
dentist's close supervision:

{ay Oral inspection, with no diagnosis.
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(b) Place and remove the rubber dam. :

{c) Take preliminary and final impressions  and bite -
registrations, to include computer assisted design and computer
assisted manufacture applications. :

(d) Take impressions, fabricate, and deliver bleaching and
fluoride trays. _

(e) Remove the excess cement after the dentist has placed a
permanent or temporary inlay, crown, bridge or appliance, or around
orthodontic. bands.

{f} Place periodontal packs.

(g} Remove periodontal packs or sutures.

(h) Place a matrix and wedge for a metallic and nonmetallic
direct restoratlve material after the dentlst has prepared the
cavity.

(i) Place a temporary filling (as zinc oxide-eugenol (ZOE))}
after diagnosis and examination by the dentist. ‘

(j) Apply tooth separators as for placement for Class III gold
foil. o
{k) Fabricate, place, and remove Lemporary crowng or temporary
bridges. '

(1) Pack and medicate extraction areas.

{m) Deliver an oral sedative drug to patient.

(n) Place topical anesthetics.

. {o) Place retraction cord.

{p) Polish restorations.

{q) Select denture shade and mold.

(r) Acid etch.

{s) Take intra-oral and extra-oral photographs.

(£} Take health histories.

(u) Take and record blood pressure and vital signs.

(v) Give preoperative and postoperative instructions.

(w) Assist in the administration of inhalation minimal
sedation (nitrous oxide) analgesia or sedation.

{(x) Select orthodontic bands for size.

y) Place and remcve orthodontic separators.
) Prepare teeth for the bonding or orthodontic appliances.

aa) Fit and adjust headgear.

bb) Remove fixed orthodontic appliances.

cc) Remove and replace archwires and orthodontic wires.

dd) Take a facebow transfer for mounting study casts.
e) Place and carve direct restorations.

(
(z
{
{
{
(
(e
(f

Take impressions for temporary oral devices, such as but
nobt 11m1ted to space maintainers, orthodontic retainers, and
occlusal guards. :
{2) A dentist may alloW' EFDAs to perform the following
supportive services under the dentist's general supervision:
(a} Perform coronal polishing.
(b} Give f[luoride treatments.
{(c) Apply sealants.
_ (d) Place dental X-ray film and exposing and developing the
films.
(e) Give patient oral health instructions.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Bmending WSR 955-21-041%, filed 10/10/95,
effective 11/10/95) :

WAC 246-817-540 ZActs that may not be performed by
{ (unticensed)) registered dental assistants or noncredentialed
persons. No dentist. shall allow ({amr—unticensed)) registered
dental assistants or noncredentialed persong who {{+=)}) are in

his({#)) or her employ or ((is)) are acting under his({#)) or her
supervision or direction to perform any of the following
procedures: '

(1} Any removal of or addition to the hard or soft natural
tissue of the oral cavity.

(2) Any placing of permanent or semi-permanent restorations in
"natural teeth.

(3) Any diagnosis of or prescription for treatment of disease,
pain, deformity, deficiency, injury, or physical condition of the
human teeth or jaws, or adjacent structure.

{4} Any admlnlstratlon. of general or {(imjected)) local
anesthetic ((of-e - Te w r—derttal—operatton
including intravenous gedation.

{5) Any oral prophylaxis,'except coronal polishing as a part
of oral prophylax1s as defined in WAC 246-817-510 and 246-817-
520(8) .

(6) Any scaling procedure.

{7} The taking of any impressions of the teeth or jaws, or the
relationships of the teeth or jaws, for the purpose of fabricating
any intra-oral restoration, appliances, or prosthesis. Not
- prohibited are the taking of impressions solely for diagnestic and
opposing models or taking wax bites solely for study casts.

(8) Intra-orally adjust occlusal of inlays, crowns, and
bridges.

(9) Intra-orally finish wmargins of inlays, crowns, and
bridges. ‘ _

(10) Cement or recement, permanently, any cast restoration or
stainless steel crown.

(11} Incise gingiva or other soft tissue.

(12} Elevate soft tissue flap.

{13) Luxate teeth.

{(14) Curette to sever epithelial attachment

{15) Suture.

(16) Establish occlusal vertical dimension for dentures.

{(17) Try-in of dentures set in wax.

{18} Insertion and post-insertion adjustments of dentures.

(19) Endodontic treatment--open, extirpate pulp, ream and file
.canals, establish length of tooth, and fill root canal.

(20) Use of any light or electronic device for invasive
procedures.

{(21) Intra-oral air abrasion or mechanigcal etching devices.

(22) Place direct pulp caps.

(23) Fit and adijust occlusal guards.
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NEW SECTION

WAC 246-817-545 Acts that may not be performed by expanded
function dental auxiliaries (EFDAs) or noncredentialed persons. No
dentist shall allow EFDAs or noncredentialed persons who are in his
or her employ or are acting under his or her supervision or
direction to perform any of the fellowing procedures:

(1) Any removal of or addition toc the hard or soft natural
tissue of the oral cavity except for placing and carving direct
regtorations by an EFDA.

{2} Any diagnosis of or prescrlptlon.for treatment of disease,
pain, deformity, deficiency, injury, or physical condition of the
human teeth or jaws, or adjacent structure.

(3) Any administration of general or local anesthetic,
including intravenous sedation.

(4) Any oral prophylaxis, except coronal polishing as a part
of oral prophylaxis as defined in WAC 246-817-510 and 246-817-
520(8).

{5} Any scaling procedure.

{(6) Intra-orally adjust occlusal of inlays, crowns, and
bridges. -

{7} Intra-orally finish margins of inlays, crowns, and
bridges. _

(8) Cement or recement, permanently, any cast restoration or
stainless steel crown. :

(9) Incise gingiva or other soft tissue.

(10) Elevate soft tissue flap.

(11) Luxate teeth.

(12) Curette to sever epithelial attachment.

{13) Suture.

{14) Establish occlusal vertical dimension for dentures.

{15} Try-in of dentures set in wax.

(16) Insertion and postinsertion adjustments of dentures.

(17) Endodontic treatment--open, extirpate pulp, ream and file
canals, establish length of tooth, and fill root canal.

(18) Use of any light or electronic device for invasive
procedures.

{19) Intra-oral air abrasion or mechanical etching devices.

(20) Place direct pulp caps.

(21) Fit and adjust occlusal guards
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